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EDITORIAL 


The Subscription Books Committee 
held a meeting, June 26, at the A. L.A. 
Conference in New Haven, jointly with 
a group of publishers of subscription 
books. The latter had been invited by 
Mr. David C. Beasley, chairman of the 
Subscription Book Publishers’ committee, 
National Association of Book Publishers, 
who shared the platform with Miss 
Wigginton, chairman of the A.L.A. 
Committee. About forty persons were 
present, of whom fifteen were repre- 
sentatives of publishers, the rest libra- 


rians, except for a representative of Con- 
sumers’ Research of New York. 

The purpose of the meeting was to at- 
tempt to formulate a code of practice for 
the publishing and sale of subscription 
books, one that would combine an expres- 
sion of library ideals with the practical 
considerations that must govern the han- 
dling of a subscription book publishing 
business. This proved no easy matter, as 
one might well expect, but the fact that 
librarians and publishers met together 
and discussed their problems good- 
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humoredly, and that they agreed, at least 
tentatively, on thirteen “articles of 
faith” encourage us to feel that a real 
step forward has been taken. 

The committee of librarians whose 
names appear on this Bulletin had for- 
mulated a code of practice, at the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Beasley, who, for the past 
two years, has been our friendly contact 
officer with the publishing group. Our 
code was based on that agreed upon at the 
trade practice conference of subscription 
book publishers held in Washington in 
1924. (See Subscription Books Bulletin, 
January, 1930.) 

Mr. Beasley called together a group 
of subscription book publishers in New 
York to discuss our code. They accepted 
some articles, rejected others, amended 
the remainder, and sent us the result. 

These two versions, then, formed the 
basis of the New Haven discussion where, 
article by article, the codes were gone 
over. While thirteen articles were agreed 
upon we shall not publish them here as 


we feel that they are still tentative, that 
in some cases re-statements are needed, 
that perhaps more publishers and more 
librarians should have a chance to criti- 
cize them. Regarding the other articles 
—there were twenty-five in our code— 
some were withdrawn by mutual consent 
as being right in theory but out of place, 
and others were held out for a happier 
wording which it is hoped will come out 
of correspondence between the two 
groups. 

When the code has been definitely 
formulated it will appear in these col- 
umns. 

The publishers present showed them- 
selves generously ready to meet the 
wishes of librarians insofar as these 
wishes did not conflict with what they 
felt to be their own best interests, and 
that they got a new slant on librarians 
from the meeting was indicated by one 
publisher who said at the close: “I want 
to express my gratitude at the evidence 
shown here today that librarians do not 
consider all ‘sets’ worthless.” 


An Example of Real Library Service 
(From Book Marks, published monthly by the Des Moines Public Library.) 
Why Not Call the Library Before, and Not After, You 
Buy That Set of Books? 


_ Doubtless due to the fact that Des 
Moines has been noted as being in the cen- 
ter of one of the best trade areas in the 
country, the city has, during the past few 
months, been the Mecca of numerous 
agents selling subscription sets from door 
to door. Some of these sets are of real 
worth, others of doubtful value and still 
others almost worthless. Recently there 
have been several local instances of mis- 
representation, at least one of which has 
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been carried to the courts, but a signed 
contract holds unless such misrepresenta- 
tion can be proved. 

Des Moines book buyers could save 
thousands of dollars if they would insist 
that any book agent’s proposition be put 
in writing and all claims made for their 
sets be authenticated by printed catalogs 
or prospectuses issued by responsible pub- 
lishers. Your library makes the further 
suggestion that when this is done the 
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agent be asked to return a day or two later 
and that meanwhile the prospective pur- 
chaser call at the library and examine not 
only the set in question but other similar 
sets with a view to deciding which most 
nearly meets the need of the purchaser. 
For instance, of the children’s encyclo- 
pedias of known worth, some are pri- 
marily designed for younger children 
and some for older children. Such sets 
stand side by side on the library shelves 
where they may be examined carefully 
and an opinion formed without being 
influenced by the natural bias of the 
agent who wants to make the sale. 

In the reference department of the 
library there is kept on file a valuable 
bulletin evaluating all subscription sets 
which are submitted to the American 
Library Association. This is kept on file 
for your use and will tell you how recent 
the set in question really is, the method 
used when revising it, the authority of 
its authorship or editorship, and other 
details which should be known by the 
prospective purchaser. 

In general it is best to beware of the 
set which is offered you as a gift, and of 
the agent who calls upon you as a “repre- 
sentative citizen” to offer you a “great 
bargain” merely to introduce the work in 
the community. 

The recent report of the Committee 
on Reading at the White House Confer- 
ence on Child Health and Protection 
contains the following general comment 
on subscription books: ““The subscription 
set has been one of the means whereby 
thousands of dollars have been wasted by 
well-intentioned but uncritical parents 
and teachers. Many of the sets are thrown 
together without careful selection, and 


with slight regard for facts; and, cheaply 
compiled and cheaply printed, they are 
often overpriced. Due credit should be 
given to the few well-edited sets, pub- 
lished and sold in good faith. For various 
reasons the subscription sets are often to 
be found in a home which would other- 
wise be without any reading material. 
Even the best of the subscription sets, 
however, cannot take the place of indi- 
vidual books, varied in subject and 
format, selected to suit the moods and 
changing interests of the child.” 
Before signing the contract, let your 
library give you fair, unbiased informa- 
tion to aid you in buying. Then buy the 
set of your choice instead of letting an 
agent sell you the set on which he re- 
ceives a commission. Above all do not 
be misled by the statement, often made 
as a deliberate falsehood, that the Des 
Moines Public Library recommends the 
set of books that is offered you. The 
Des Moines Public Library never gives 
such a blanket indorsement to any set of 
books regardless of their worth and 
would appreciate a telephone call from 
you (dial 3-1186) when any agent 
makes such a statement. The library 
will, however, after being apprised of 
the facts, and of your needs, be glad to 
recommend one or more sets, which 
would best meet these needs and which 
represent substantial values in books. 
Forrest SPAULDING, Librarian. 





By a decision of the Executive Board 
the Subscription Books Committee is be- 
ing enlarged by the addition of several 
new members. The complete committee 
will be announced in the October issue 
of the Bulletin. 
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Wisconsin Advises Its Teachers 





STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
MADISON, WISCONSIN’ 
February 2, 1931 
To County SUPERINTENDENTS: 


This department has no official contacts with dealings of publishers of sets of 
books and so-called “Service” when sold to any except schools to be paid for with 
school funds. We have, however, during the course of a year so many letters from 
teachers who find themselves entangled in contract relations that seem to them unjust 
if not fraudulent that we believe the time has come for us to call your attention to 
this wide spread situation. As a rule, agents for questionable material secure a list 
of names of beginning teachers and apply their “strong arm” methods of sale in 
forcing signatures to contracts. In replying to this class of correspondence we are 
somewhat embarrassed. We do not like to urge the victim to a breach of contract, 
nor do we want to advise payments on a contract obtained by fraud as in many cases 
these indicate. There are instances where agents have misquoted the county super- 
intendent and this department and not a few cases have been reported where the 
agent has represented himself to be an inspector from this department. Contract 
signatures obtained by such fraudulent means should furnish grounds for cancella- 
tion and the victims should be advised fearlessly to-cancel any such agreement. 
However, the best way out is not to get in and our advice now is that county super- 
intendents notify their teachers, at teachers institutes, group meetings, or by circular 
letter, not to sign for anything not endorsed by them. 

A so-called “Service” might be good and yet not fit in with manual require- 
ments or with your plans for the year, but much that is offered is valueless from 
any standpoint and teachers should know what you advise through direct means 
rather than from statements of agents whose only motive is to sell for a commission. 
During the past few weeks we have been visited by representatives of the United 
States government in their search for evidence against one of these companies whose 
activities have led to the lodging of complaints if not formal charges against them. 

We are anxious that Wisconsin shall rid herself of the charge of allowing these 
frauds to continue, and we can only do so by united action. A few weeks ago this 
department sent out an approved list of encyclopedias and also a list of approved 
sets of books not in encyclopedic form. So far we have received no suggestions that 
the lists do not include the best published. On the contrary these lists are being 
universally endorsed. Why then should young teachers from their own savings buy 
outside of this list sets of books or Supplementary Service material not recommended 
by you? We shall be glad to furnish you on request such information as we now 
possess relative to the activities of any of the companies doing business in Wisconsin. 


Very truly yours, 
Joun CALLAHAN, 


1Included by permission of the State Superintendent. State Superintendent. 
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Reviews 


Americana; a universal reference li- 
brary comprising the arts and sciences, 
literature, history, biography, geogra- 
phy, commerce, etc., of the world: bi- 
ographies. 7v. Suite 857, 122 S. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Americana 
corp., c1924-30. ports., facsims. 
Free. 

These are not supplements to the En- 
cyclopedia Americana, but separate bio- 
graphical volumes published by the same 
firm and bound in blue buckram, uni- 
form with the library edition of the 
Americana, The first volume was pub- 
lished in December 1929 and the second 
a year later. We have seen no announce- 
ment from the firm promising annual 
volumes; but more can be expected. 

The books comprise short, eulogistic 
biographies averaging one to two pages, 
each accompanied by a full page portrait 
engraving and an autograph. As is usual 
with publications apparently financed by 
the portraits there is no discernible stand- 
ard of selection for the inclusion of sub- 
jects. There is no systematic arrange- 
ment for the first volume but the second 
is alphabetical. Each has an index. Sev- 
eral libraries report that the volumes have 
been little used. While some names are 
well enough known to be found in 
Who’s who in America, comparison 
shows that although these articles are 
longer, they are so padded that they con- 
tain few more essential facts. We found 
only American and Canadian names, 
mostly of business and professional men 
still living. The publishers present these 
volumes to libraries and to individuals. 
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Business reference library; ed. by 
Frank H. Waggoner, assisted by 
E. T. Roe and Elihu C. Loomis. 6v. 
318 W. Washington St., Chicago, 
John A. Hertel co. 1930. illus. 
$10.85. 

Contents: V. 1, Commercial law and 
legal forms, by F. H. Waggoner, E. T. 
Roe and E. G. Loomis; v. 2, General 
law, patents, insurance, by F. H. Wag- 
goner, W. D. Eaton, E. T. Roe and 
E. G. Loomis; v. 3, Banking, bonds, 
eredit, collections, by W. D. Eaton, 
F. H. Waggoner, E. T. Roe and E. G. 
Loomis; v. 4, Finance, exchange, cor- 
porate organization, ed. by W. D. Eaton 
and F. H. Waggoner; v. 5, Business 
letter writing and modern merchandis- 
ing, by F. H. Waggoner; v. 6, Sales- 
manship and advertising, by F. H. 
Waggoner. 

“Authorities consulted”: 
preliminary leaf. 

United States Copyright entry, num- 
ber 129 (February, 1929) states that 
this was “Published in 1919 under 
title: Library of Law, Banking and 
Business; in 1921 under title: Law, 
Banking and Business.” 

As the advertising folder put out by 
the publisher claimed that the set was 
“written and arranged by noted special- 
ists” it was a great surprise to learn that 
all of the well known biographical di- 
rectories had failed to mention any one 
of them, particularly Mr. W.D. Eaton, 
described on the title pages as a “banker- 
journalist,” and Mr. E. T. Roe, whom 
the advertising folder called “member 


v. 1, 2d 


~~ 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





38 SusscripTion Booxs BuLLETIN 





of New York bar, for twenty years 
U. S. District attorney, author Criminal 
Procedure in U. S. Courts.” None of 
these men were represented in the fol- 
lowing: Who’s who in America, Who’s 
who among North American authors, 
including the Press section, American 
bar annual directory, Who’s who in 
banking, finance and insurance, and 
Who's who in advertising. 

As for the books themselves, the sub- 
ject matter is, on the whole fairly well 
done. There has been an attempt to 
cover almost the entire field of business, 
with the result that often the informa- 
tion is sketchy and the presentation is a 
bit monotonous in places. 

The volumes have apparently not 
been properly revised in some years. The 
section on letter writing, for instance, 
shows only the old-fashioned slanting 
form for the inside address, in place of 
the block form in almost universal use 
today. 

In volume three, which covers bank- 
ing, it was found that no mention was 
made of more recent amendments to the 
Federal Reserve Act, and that the text 
also ignored them. For example, on 
page 527 in discussing the appointment 
of the directors of Federal Reserve 
branch banks, the statement is made that 
“four of said directors shall be selected 
by the reserve bank and three by the 
Federal Reserve board.” The impres- 
sion is left that there must be seven 


directors. The act was amended to read: 


“not more than seven or less than three 
directors, of whom a majority of one 
shall be appointed by the Federal Re- 
serve bank of the district and the re- 
maining directors by the Federal Re- 


serve board.” (See 40 Stat. 232 chap. 

32; 44 Stat. 1234 chap. 191.) 

There are no volume indexes and no 
general index, so that the book is not 
suitable for use as a reference work. 
The paper is rather cheap, and the color 
in printing is not uniform. It is only 
fair to state, however, that this set is 
much more reasonably priced than many 
other subscription sets. 

A judicious selection of separate 
books on the subjects covered, each 
written by a recognized authority in his 
field, would be a better purchase for 
any public library. 

Not recommended. 

California and the Californians; ed. 
by Rockwell D. Hunt. 4v. 180 N. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Lewis pub- 
lishing co., 1930. $37.50, to libraries 
40% discount. 

This is one of the typical subscription 
histories, the first part of which is de- 
voted to history proper, and the second 
to biographical sketches of a selected list 
of residents of California. The first vol- 
ume covers the Spanish period and is 
written by Mrs. Nellie Van de Grift 
Sanchez. The second volume deals with 
the American period and is by Rockwell 
D. Hunt, Dean of the Graduate School 
of the University of Southern Califor- 
nia. Both authors have various other 
historical works on California to their 
credit and have been associated before 
in a similar way in 4 short history of 
California, which a review in the Amer- 
ican Historical Review for April, 1930, 
calls the best single volume history of 
California. One may therefore feel 
that it is dependable. It is also interest- 
ingly written. 
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When it comes to the biographical 
section one does not feel the same con- 
fidence. It is specifically stated on the 
title page that these volumes are by a 
special staff of editors, so that one would 
assume that they are not compiled under 
the editorial supervision of Mr. Hunt. 
Many well-known names are included 
but some of the omissions seem strange. 
Numerous biographical sketches of teach- 
ers in elementary and high schools, and 
in business colleges were found but none 
of the following college presidents and 
professors: W.W. Campbell (mentioned 
in volume two), R. B. von Kleinsmid, 
Mrs, Aurelia Reinhardt, R. L. Wilbur, 
E. P. Cubberly, A. L. Kroeber. 

Modistes, undertakers, builders and 
many business men are given, but we did 
not find Zane Grey or Paul Elder or 
Hiram Johnson. Among the movie stars 
Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks 
did not appear. One feels also that 
people like John Hays Hammond, Ed- 
win Booth, and Tetrazzini, who are in- 
cluded, are hardly identified with Cali- 
fornia enough to be considered Califor- 
nians. ; 

No attempt was made to check up on 
the accuracy of the work but careless 
editing appeared in the biographical vol- 
umes. For example, in the account of 
the Smiley Brothers in volume three, 
Lake Mohonk was called Lake Mohawk 
throughout the article. 

There is an index in volume one to 
the whole work and there are extensive 
bibliographies. The historical volumes 
might well be valuable but one questions 
the usefulness of the biographical part. 

The following histories are similar: 
History of Missouri, ed. by Walter 


Williams and Floyd C. Shoemaker, 5v. 
Chicago, American Historical Society, 
1930; History of Montana, ed. by Rob- 
ert George Raymer, 3v. Chicago, Lewis 
publishing co., 1930; History of North 

Dakota, ed. by Lewis F. Crawford, 3v., 

Chicago, American Historical Society, 

1930; History of South Dakota, ed. by 

Doane Robinson, 3v., Chicago, Ameri- 

can Historical Society, 1930; History of 

Texas, ed. by Clarence R. Wharton, 5v., 

American Historical Society, 1930. Each 

of these sets sells for $37.50 in a buck- 

ram binding and a discount of 40% is 
offered to libraries. They are all of the 
same type as California and the Califor- 
nians in that the first part of each set is 

a history of the state and the latter part 

consists of biographies. The historical 

part may probably be valuable but there 
is the same doubt as in California and 
the Californians as to the selection of 
persons for the biographical volumes. 

No recommendation is necessary, since 
only those libraries where there is a local 
interest will buy them. 

Catholic encyclopaedia dictionary. 
General ed., Donald Attwater. lv. 
London, Cassell; New York, Mac- 
millan. c1931. $4. 

The American publisher announces 
that after the present stock is exhausted, 
the title will read Catholic dictionary. 


It is put forth as a general work of 
quick reference to the words, terms, 
names and phrases in common use in the 
philosophy, dogmatic and moral theol- 
ogy, canon law, liturgy, institutions and 
organizations of the Catholic Church. : 
Its field is primarily the present-day be- 
lief, practice, teaching and opinion; so 
that history, exposition and apologetics 
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are strictly secondary and subordinate. 
Biography has no place except for a brief 
notice of the saints, in the general cal- 
endar of the Roman Church, to complete 
the directory of the principal Western 
feasts. Unless otherwise stated, refer- 
ence to canon law, customs, observances, 
and liturgical matters relate to those of 
the Western or Latin Church only. 

This publication is not to be confused 
with the New Catholic dictionary pub- 
lished by the Universal Knowledge 
Foundation, reviewed in the October, 
1930, issue of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin. It has not so many entries, nor 
is it so broad in scope as the latter; for it 
does not try to cover the field of general 
information, but includes only terms 
directly connected with the Catholic 
Church. Its field is more than the one 
covered by the Catholic dictionary, by 
Aldis and Arnold; but it is more up-to- 
date, including terms and words which 
have come to have a new or important 
meaning, for instance, Lateran Treaty; 
Psychoanalysis, etc. The subjects are 
treated in an accurate and scholarly 
manner, and the articles are very brief 
but understandable. There are no signed 
articles, and no sources are quoted, but 
the preface includes a bibliography of 
the principal writers, revisers and con- 
tributors. Appendix I is an excellent 
classified bibliography of twelve pages, 
listing books as late as 1930. Appendix 
II is a useful list of ecclesiastical titles 
and modes of address. 

The volume is strongly bound and is 
printed in two columns in very fine type. 

This dictionary will not be needed 
by many libraries having the New Cath- 
olic dictionary published by the Univer- 


sal Knowledge Foundation, c1929; 

however, its price of $4 makes it avail- 

able where the latter, at $12, could 
perhaps not be afforded. 

Recommended. 

Commercial aeronautics; ed. by Rex 
Martin. 50 pamphlets. 75 East 
Wacker Drive, Chicago. Junior Air 
Service of America, (Now changed 
to Commercial aeronautics) c1929- 
1930. Bound in 3v. $22.50, to 
libraries $12.50; instructor’s set 
$24.50. 

This is a ground course for prospec- 
tive transport pilots and mechanics and 
is intended to give all the information 
necessary to enable the student to pass a 
written Department of Commerce 
pilot’s examination. 

The material of the set is handled in 
three groups: The Airplane, Navigation 
and meteorology, and the Power plant. 
Under the first heading comes a brief 
history of aviation and the transport 
business, a glossary of terms, the theory 
of flight—aerodynamics and gliding and 
soaring flight, safety in the air, construc- 
tion, rigging and repair, propellers and 
scale model airplanes. Under Naviga- 
tion and Meteorology are found articles 
on the magnetic and earth inductor com- 
passes, navigation by maps, with the aid 
of stars and radio, aerial photography, 
maps and map-making, the weather 
map, clouds, wind and atmosphere, 
night flying, flight and engine instru- 
ments, and elements of aviation law. 
Under the Power plant are detailed de- 
scriptions of six engines, including the 
Deisel “Aircraft” engine, material on 
blueprint reading, elementary electricity 
and magnetos, carburetors and super- 
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chargers, starters, generators, spark 
plugs and batteries; on timing, trouble- 
shooting, lubrication, and airplane and 
engine inspection and maintenance. 

We have had this set examined by 
several people. Two are “authorities” 
from the theoretical point of view, and 
two are technical school instructors. The 
first college professor was inclined to 
find many flaws, although he made many 
favorable comments also. In his opinion 
the discussion of the airplane, with its 
construction, rigging, maintenance and 
troubles, is meager; he found duralumin 
inadequately treated; claims that such 
accessories as tanks, fuel systems, radia- 
tors and other installation items are neg- 
lected, that too much space is devoted to 
the earth inductor compass, that the pro- 
peller is “woefully discussed,” that the 
two pamphlets on soaring are interesting 
but not useful, and that those concerned 
with model wind tunnels and flying mod- 
els are neither. 

Another expert belittles these objec- 
tions and makes rather a spirited defense 
of some of the material criticized: 
“These pamphlets are intended for high 
school students and ground school stu- 
dents, and are of interest even to younger 
boys. They were originally planned as a 
reading course, and have a vocational 
value as well. They have been tried out 
and liked by junior high school boys and 
recommended by the headquarters of the 
Boy Scouts of America. . . .” 

The technical high school instructors 
who examined the set recommended it 
highly, and the prospectus of the pub- 
lisher shows it to be used by some fifty- 
six flying schools, clubs and airlines, 


twenty-four high schools and thirty- 
eight public libraries. 

A good quality of coated paper is used. 
The type is very good and there is an 
abundance of excellent illustrations, 
both half-tones and drawings. The 
students’ set consists of fifty pamphlets, 
the library edition is bound in three 
volumes, with tables of contents but no 
index, and there is an instructors’ set 
with questions and answers. The pamph- 
lets may be bought separately for twenty 
to thirty cents each, depending on the 
title. 

The publishers do not wish to have 
their course considered a subscription 
work because it is not sold by subscription 
methods and they prefer not to sell it at 
retail. Their usual distribution is whole- 
sale to airports and flying fields, which in 
turn resell to students and others. 

The library edition is recommended 
for public libraries and technical high 
schools and the other editions as needed, 
for students and instructors. 
Everyman’s encyclopaedia. 12v. New 

and rev. ed. London and Toronto, 

J. M. Dent and Sons, Ltd., c1931-32. 

In Canada, $20 less discount to schools 

and libraries. N. Y., E. P. Dutton. In 

U. S., $30 less discount to schools and 

libraries. Pre-publication price $25. 

This valuable little encyclopedia was 
first published in 1913 and has been out- 
of-print for some years. The new edi- 
tion is appearing at the rate of two 
volumes each two months, the first being 
issued in Canada in April, and in the 
United States on August 15, 1931. It is 
larger than the first edition in every way. 
The pages are four and seven-eighths by 
seven and three-eighths inches and num- 
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ber 776 to the volume. There are over 
a half-million words per volume; nearly 
seven million words altogether. The 
text is entirely re-edited and re-set and 
the variety and volume considerably in- 
creased over the first edition. In appear- 
ance, an improvement has been made by 
larger format although the size is still 
much less than that of other standard 
encyclopedias. For certain purposes this 
is not objectionable as it is convenient 
and easy to handle. On the other hand, 
the small size has necessitated using a six 
point type which, although legible, is 
smaller than the average American 
reader is used to. 

Naturally one does not find the com- 
pleteness of a Britannica in Everyman’s, 
but it is marvelously full, especially in 
number of entries. Eighty-seven articles, 
from Adam Black to William Blades, 
including cross references, occupied, in 
Everyman’s, 13 pages, compared to 139 
articles occupying 14 pages in Britannica. 
A comparison of numerous large sub- 
jects common to the standard encyclo- 
pedias, such as architecture, astronomy, 
biology, etc., discloses an almost equal 
amount of material in Everyman’s, but 
it has shorter biographies and many very 
brief references to obscure things and 
places. Thus in make-up it more nearly 
approximates the gazetteer and diction- 
ary than the larger encyclopedias, some- 
times as many as twenty short entries 
appearing on one page. 

There is no guide to pronunciation. 
Cross references are adequate. Bibliog- 
raphies are up-to-date, authoritative and 
helpful, also lists of works of authors, 
painters, sculptors, etc., are given. The 
whole abounds in classical allusions and 


supplements American encyclopedias by 
being strong on references to old world 
names and places. There are 2,000 illus- 
trations chiefly consisting of halftones 
and line engravings, but there are also 
some diagrams and figures. The half- 
tones are, for the most part, indistinct, 
except the photographs of persons, and 
are too small to be of much use. The 
paper, specially made, is perhaps all 
that could be expected. It is thin, opaque, 
soft, and tears easily. It is of a good 
white color but not sufficiently glossy to 
take the halftones well. The binding is 
strong and durable, books sewn on two 
tapes, bound in a good fast-color cloth. 
Edges are lightly sprinkled, which is a 
worthy feature many encyclopedia pub- 
lishers might emulate. Everyman’s is 
naturally strongly British in tone and has 
the handicap to American users of re- 
ferring to money in sterling, the only. 
exception noted being the article on 
“bootlegging,” where, significantly 
enough, the dollar is the coin given. 
Everyman’s is possibly the best value 
for the money in the encyclopedia world 
and, where a school or small library 
cannot afford one of the larger encyclo- 
pedias, or even one of the medium-priced 
works, it will be found valuable in any 
case. Needless to say, it is up-to-date. 
Recommended for home, school and 
library use.” 
Federal index system. 83 index cards, 
a four drawer all steel cabinet and 
a ten year service. 1822 Main St., 
Kansas City, Missouri, Hawkes man- 
ufacturing co. All three $78.50; no 
cabinet, but 10 year service $58.50; 
index cards and 1 year service $17.50. 





1This review written on examination of volumes 
1 and 2 of the English edition. 
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These index cards are third cut 
guides for a letter size filing cabinet. 
On each guide is printed a subject head- 
ing and a list of pamphlets on that sub- 
ject which may be obtained free of 
charge. A short list of free motion 
picture films illustrating the subject is 
appended to most of these bibliographies. 

A large majority of the pamphlets 
listed are government publications, some 
are published by state experiment sta- 
tions and other state agencies and others 
are published by manufacturing com- 
panies and represent the type of adver- 
tising pamphlets that are often useful 
in school reference work. 

The guides might be devised by a 
rural school teacher who could thus 
make a filing system for a working col- 
lection of free reference material. The 
subjects are those used in the rural school 
curriculum but the subject headings are 
not chosen according to library usage. 
The pamphlets listed on the various 
guides are not classified according to 
library systems; for instance, we find 
Sewage and Rope listed under Agricul- 
tural engineering and Club Programmes 
on Thrift under Home management. 

The bibliographies are not well 
rounded and representative; but seem 
instead to be made up of pamphlets at 
hand that could be secured free or at a 
nominal charge. Even assuming that 
they are all available at the present time, 
there is no assurance that they will all 
remain available and free. The ten- 
year service offered undertakes to supply 
additional lists and suggestions; but these 
lists are in no way as useful as the lists 
of free material in the Publisher? 
Weekly or the Weekly list of selected 


United States government publications, 
or the lists in the Booklist and in the 
catalog for high school 


Standard 
libraries. 

Vertical filing cabinets and guides 
can be secured at reasonable prices. The 
printed subject headings and printed 
bibliographies that go with this cabinet 
do not add greatly to its value. 

Not recommended. 

Financial analysis service; founded 
by Irving Fisher, Yale University. 
154 York St., New Haven, Connec- 
ticut and 60 East 42nd St., New 
York, Index number institute. $100 
per year. 

This service is a weekly review of 
financial conditions, containing indexes 
of stock, bond, and commodity prices, 
and a general résumé of the Stock Ex- 
change situation. The trend of the 
prices of certain stocks and groups of 
stocks for certain periods are put into 
graphic form. The Fisher index prices 
are used in almost any consideration of 
financial conditions, and this type of 
service and information is essential in 
any large financial library. 

A public library serving a large group 
of business men, interested in the details 
of trends and stock market operations, 
might wish to have on hand one of the 
several excellent financial services. They 
are all expensive and one of them would 
probably serve the needs of the clientele 
of a public library as well as any other. 

The Financial analysis service cannot 
be recommended above any other in the 
kind of service a public library would 
be called upon to give; although it is 
invaluable and much used in a purely 
financial library. 


~~ 
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History of the Pilgrims and Puri- 
tans; by Joseph Dillaway Sawyer. 
ed. by William Elliott Griffis. 3v. 8 
W. 47th St., New York, Century 
history co. (Now owned by the Des- 
mond publishing co., 232 Summer 
St., Boston.) c1922. $19.75. Also 
sold under the title: Romantic, fas- 
cinating story of the Pilgrims and 
Puritans. 

A substantial and dignified set bound 
in blue buckram and stamped with gold. 
The binding is attractive, the sewing 
strong, the paper of good quality, the 
typography clear. The illustrative ma- 
terial is abundant and valuable, some 
of it drawn from unusual sources, 
and is generally well reproduced. The 
maps are illustrative of the old colonies. 
The tables of contents are full and 
there is an index to the set in the last 
volume. The editor is an authority on 
Pilgrim and Puritan history. 

The first volume deals with European 
backgrounds, the reasons for the Pil- 
grims’ coming to America, and the 
voyage of the Mayflower. The second 
and third volumes chronicle the history 
of both Pilgrims and Puritans in 
America, their laws, trade customs, and 
their relations with the Quakers, In- 
dians, and others, to the preparations 
for the Revolutionary war. 

The volumes were prepared in con- 
nection with the observance of the Ter- 
centenary of Massachusetts and the 
Addenda include pictures and descrip- 
tions of the Pilgrim memorials in dif- 
ferent places. 

This set is suited for popular rather 
than for scholarly use. It is recom- 
mended for libraries that have a demand 


for colonial history of New England. 
Nature lovers library. 6v. 468 4th 

Ave., N. Y., The University Society, 

inc. ©1917. $5.75 per v. 

Volumes one to three are devoted to 
the birds of America (including the 
water and land birds) exhaustively 
treated. The editor-in-chief of these 
volumes is T. Gilbert Pearson. ‘The 
contributing editors are E. H. Forbush, 
W. L. Finley, H. K. Job, and L. N. 
Nichols. John Burroughs was advisory 
editor. The colored plates are by Brasher, 
Horsfall, and Thurston. 

Each volume is prefaced by a signed 
article from an authority. Many, but 
not all, of the other articles are signed 
and some are extracts from other books. 

The third volume has an index to all 
three. There are no indexes in volumes 
one and two. The large color plates of 
birds are from the collection in the New 
York museum. ‘The numerous photo- 
graphs show birds in their natural sur- 
roundings. Many of these were taken 
for this set and are unusually fine. 

V. 4, Mammals of America. Techni- 
cal editor, H. E. Anthony; five contrib- 
uting editors. The article on game pro- 
tection is by T. S. Palmer. A glossary, 
bibliography and index are included. 
This book follows the same plan used 
in the first three volumes; i. e., it is 
intended to serve the inexperienced ob- 
server and the trained naturalist, so that 
for each animal a scientific description is 
followed by a more popular account. 
The illustrations are not so uniformly 
good as those in the bird books. 

Volumes five and six are revised re- 
prints of an earlier successful work, The 
living animals of the world, edited by 
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C. J. Cornish, London, 1901. This is 
stated in the preface. Both volumes have 
editors of authoritative weight. 

Volume five is devoted to the mam- 
mals of other lands. The plates are of 
the old school; that is, they are made 
from animals in museums rather than in 
their natural habitat. This has the effect 
of making the fifth volume appear old- 
fashioned although the pictures are in- 
teresting and the type is pleasing. 

Volume six contains Birds of other 
lands; reptiles, fishes, jointed animals, 
and lower forms. 

The set lacks proportion since half of 
it is devoted to birds; while reptiles, 
fishes and insects, and the lower forms 
are crowded into 222 pages. There is 
no general index. Each of the last three 
volumes is indexed separately. The vol- 
umes on birds are highly satisfactory, but 
if one searches for birds of any other 
country than America it is necessary to 
use the index of the last volume. This is 
also true of references to different 
classes of animals. 

A letter from the publishers informs 
us that the first three volumes, Birds of 
America, are sometimes sold without 
the remainder of the set, and Mammals 
of America, the fourth volume is some- 
times sold to people who already have the 
first three and do not wish to buy the 
last two volumes. The last two volumes 
are not sold separately except to people 
who already have the first four. 

The set is attractive, authoritative and 
interesting, but the price seems high 
when we remember that the last three 
volumes are not distinguished and that 
there are many good books on bird life. 


Recommended if money is not a serious 

consideration. 

New way in child training; ed. by 
Ray C. Beery. 10 Parts. New York 
and Pleasant Hill, Ohio, Parents As- 
sociation. (Price and date of publica- 
tion are unknown since the publisher 
has ignored our inquiries. ) 

Charts: 1, Teaching obedience; 2, 
Making a normal child brighter; 3, 
Developing admirable manners; 4, Cur- 
ing harmful habits; 5, Overcoming 
necessary fears; 6, Controlling ill-tem- 
per; 7, Stopping falsification and theft; 
8, Solving health and sex problems; 9, 
Training in thrift; 10, Cultivating am- 
bition. Separates: Child advancement 
chart; Practical what-to-do chart; Sex 
in life by D. C. and E. B. Armstrong; 
The mother’s reply by Nellie M. Smith. 

The editor, Ray C. Beery, seems un- 
known in the educational world, at least 
his name does not appear in Who’s who 
in America, Who’s who in American 
education or in the other biographical 
dictionaries we consulted. 

Meant as a course for those who must 
overcome specific difficulties in children, 
this publication consists of charts out- 
lining causes of difficulty and suggesting 
easy ways to overcome them. Many ex- 
planatory notes are included. Specific 
directions are given rather than general 
principles, so that if the case falls out- 
side of the examples cited, there will be 
no guidance. 

This publication is very similar to 
Practical child training, also reviewed 
in this issue. The latter is fuller and 
more positive and includes more anec- 
dotal and case material although practi- 
cally the same ground is covered in both. 


. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





46 SusscripTion Booxs BULLETIN 





If readers will turn to the review of 

Practical child training they will find 

suggested sources for recommended 

books. 

We desire here to call attention to one 
of the Cooperative measures printed in 
our January 1930, issue. It read, “Do 
not choose title and firm names meant 
to confuse and gain undeserved pres- 
tige.” We are reminded of this because 
the publishers of this set call themselves 
Parents Association, a title resembling 
that of the Parent Teachers Association, 
and we fear people may be confused be- 
cause of the similarity of the two names. 

The New way in child training is not 
recommended. 

Practical child training, by Ray C. 
Beery. 16v. New York and Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio, Parents Association. 
c1917-18. fronts., illus. 1917 edi- 
tion issued in 4v. (Price is unknown 
since the publisher has ignored our in- 
quiries. ) 

Contents: Part 1, Statement of the 
five fundamental principles on which 
the course is based; Part 2, How to teach 
obedience to children from one year to 
six years of age; Part 3, How to teach 
obedience to children from six years to 
fifteen years of age; Part 4, How to 
teach obedience to children over fifteen. 
Summary of the principles; Part 5, How 
to cure crying, anger, ill temper; Part 6, 
How to prevent quarreling, teasing, bul- 
lying, fighting; Part 7, How to over- 
come fears of all kinds; Part 8, How to 
develop courage, perseverance, strength 
of will; Parts 9-10, Simple rules for 
physical health; Parts 11-12, Mental 
training; Part 13, How to establish con- 
fidence and how to guide children in the 


choice of companions; Part 14, How to 

plan amusements and encourage sym- 

pathy and altruism; Part 15, How to 
teach honesty and thrift; Part 16, Moral 
training. General index. 

The advice given to parents in these 
books is sensible and idealistic, but is pre- 
sented in an over-optimistic and senti- 
mental manner. Parents who could not be 
induced to read the more scientific books 
by eminent educators on child training 
might read these volumes and find much 
common sense and real help. The fun- 
damental ideals in the book are fine, but 
the method sounds too easy and wonder- 
ful results are promised too glibly. 

Too great an importance is attached 
to specific technique and too much faith 
is displayed in the power of the books 
to reform both parents and children. 

The charts in New way in child train- 
ing, also reviewed in this issue,-have 
similar ideas to those in these books. 
Neither set is recommended for purchase. 
Instead we call attention here to the ex- 
cellent pamphlets on child training dis- 
tributed by the National Committee for 
Mental Hygiene, 450-7th Avenue, New 
York, and to the many good books rec- 
ommended by the National Conference 
of Parents and Teachers. 

Romantic, fascinating story of the 
Pilgrims and Puritans. 

See History of the Pilgrims and Puri- 
tans reviewed in this issue. 

Standard cyclopedia of horticulture: 
a discussion for the amateur, and the 
professional and commercial grower, 
of the kinds, characteristics and 
methods of cultivation of the species 
of plants grown in the regions of 
the United States and Canada for 


— 
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ornament, for fancy, for fruit and 
for vegetables; with keys to the 
natural families and genera, descrip- 
tions of the horticultural capabilities 
of the states and provinces and de- 
pendent islands, and sketches of emi- 

nent horticulturists; ed. by L. H. 

Bailey. 3v. New York, Macmillan. 

c1900-1917 1928-30. illus., plates 

(partly colored) $25. 

This work is reviewed in Mudge’s 
Guide to reference books and is known 
to be so useful that we need not com- 
ment on it here except to answer in- 
quiries about the three volume set. It 
has not been revised since the edition of 
1917 but a corrected edition was made, 
simply correcting typographical errors, 
in March 1922. In January 1925, the 
set was reissued in a new fabrikoid 
binding combining two volumes in one 
to make it a three volume set. The paper 
of this new printing is of good quality 
but thin; so that the six volume edition 
is probably more satisfactory for library 
purposes. 

It is sold both by subscription and 
through the trade. Recommended. 
Standard encyclopedia of thé alcohol 

problem ; ed. by Ernest Hurst Cher- 

rington, Albert Porter, managing ed., 

William Eugene (Pussyfoot) John- 

son, Cora Frances Stoddard, associate 

eds. 6v. Westerville, Ohio, American 

Issue publishing co. v. 1-5,-cl925, 

v. 5-c1930. $37.50. 

Printed on good quality paper, and 
well bound in dark blue buckram, this 
set contains many portraits, illustrations 
of buildings, historical documents, etc. 
These are not a distinguishing feature, 
however, and are not always well repro- 


duced. The arrangement is alphabetical, 
and articles are not signed. Short bibliog- 
raphies accompany the more important 
topics. The publishers have benefited by 
the efforts of John G. Woolley, who 
projected an encyclopedia on phases of 
the alcohol problem in 1900. This work 
was not completed, but the American Is- 
sue publishing company states that mate- 
rial prepared for it has been brought up 
to date and incorporated in the Standard 
encyclopedia of the alcohol problem. 

The use of this older material and the 
wide scope of topics covered have re- 
sulted in the inclusion of much informa- 
tion that is not strictly up to date. This 
was stated in the preface dated 1925, and 
it is even more true now. It was pro- 
posed to issue annual supplements to give 
the latest information on various topics, 
and the first one is announced for 1931. 

The scope of this encyclopedia is wide. 
It aims to give a history of the alcohol 
problem and an account of present con- 
ditions in the various countries, besides 
the states and cities of the United States, 
as well as records of temperance and pro- 
hibition organizations and biographies of 
the principal advocates of temperance in 
all ages and all lands. 

The set commends itself by its fair 
and judicial presentation of the historical 
facts relating to temperance and prohibi- 
tion. There is nothing else that is so 
comprehensive and informative. Al- 
though most of the statistics are not re- 
cent enough to throw light on the present 
situation, the Standard encyclopedia of 
the alcohol problem contains data valu- 
able to public speakers and writers on this 
question. 

It is recommended where needed. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 














48 SusscriptTion Booxs BuLLETIN 











The universal reference guide, by 
Elmer E. Jones and H. Claude Lewis. 
4750 Sheridan Road, Chicago, Hugh 
L. Nicholas, c1930. $4.50. 

Index to material in The book of 
knowledge, Compton’s pictured encyclo- 
pedia, and the old edition of the World 
book. 

Indexes topics of importance and gives 
in parallel columns pages where each 
topic may be found in these three sets. 
It is planned for teachers who wish to 
make specific assignments for reference 
work in various school subjects. The 
topics are arranged alphabetically un- 
der eight broad subjects, each with an 
individual number. This is intended to 
help teachers in finding a topic instantly 
in order to make assignments by number 
rather than by topics, but would demand 
much preparatory work. The volume is 
accompanied by small gummed labels 
which are to be placed on the margin 
of a textbook. On these labels the 
teacher will write the number of the 
topic as it is found in the reference guide. 
Thus she will be aware as she uses her 
textbook what subjects are to be found 
in these three reference sets. This is 
intended as a school room aid and prob- 
ably would be a time saver where a 
teacher is willing to use merely encyclo- 
pedias for reference work. It would 
seem to encourage a very mechanical use 
of the books, and it is mot recommended 
to libraries. 

Who’s who in the nation’s capital, 
1929-1930; ed. by Stanley H. Wil- 
liamson. lv. 1315 C St. N. W., 
Washington, D. C., Ransdell, inc., 
c1930. $10. 

The first edition covered 1926-27. 








This publication is one of the familiar 
“‘who’s who” type although the print and 
paper are better than in many of them. 
A comparison of several sections indi- 
cates that not many people of great im- 
portance are included who cannot be 
found in Who’s who in America and the 
Congressional directory. Recommended 
to the largest libraries which buy all 
works of this kind, but not to the smaller 
libraries with limited funds. 

World and its people; or, a compre- 
hensive tour of all lands; ed. by 
Charles Francis Horne. 7v. 29 E. 
22nd St., New York, I. R. Hiller. 
1924. illus. $49.25; half-leather 
$66.75; also in 85 sections, each 
25c; set $21.25. 

The above entry is from the United 
States catalog; books in print 1928. 

In reply to our communications, the 
publisher writes, “not interested in 
advertising through your organization 
so therefore, I am not sending a set.” 
Without examination, we cannot rec- 
ommend and we advise librarians not 
to purchase without careful examination. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permission 
of the American Library Association. No 
pronouncements made in this Builetin can 
be considered official pronouncements of 
the American Library Association. Off- 
cial pronouncements are made so only by 
formal vote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associ- 
ation. Obviously no such action has been 
secured or sought in matters pertaining to 
the evaluation of subscription books. No 
opinion expressed herein can therefore be 
cited as “an official endorsement” of the 
American Library Association. 
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